THE NEED 


The primary need of the Sisterhood is 
vocations. It invites women who are: 


inspired to take seriously our Lord’s New 
Commandment, ‘“‘to love one another, even 
as He hath loved us;” 


motivated by the desire to learn to love God 
perfectly as their Father and as the Father 
of the whole human race; 


aware of their need of encouragement and 
protection by the vows of Holy Poverty, 
Holy Chastity, and Holy Obedience; 


desirous of the comfort, strength and close 
fellowship of life in community, under a 
corporate Rule, centered in our Lord, His 
Blessed Sacrament, and His Sacred Body, 
the Church; 


called to seek in the Way of the Cross the 
Way of Life and Peace and to fulfill their 
vocation by remaining active in our Father’s 
world for and with our Lord Jesus Christ. 


YOUR VOCATION 


In the Community there is opportunity for 
young women of ability, talent and devotion 
to use their natural gifts for the glory of 
God, for the love of mankind, and for the 
sanctification of their own souls. 


YOUR VOCATION IS GOD’S GIFT 
TO YOU 


“, .. but every man hath his proper gift of 
God, one after this manner, and another after 
thal IeCor, 7-7. 


“. . . Every good and every perfect gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no vari- 
ableness, neither shadow of turning.” 

James 1:17. 


eee ea hisechey didseer.. out Mistaedve 
their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by 
the will of God” II Cor 8:5 


THE SPIRIT OF THE ACTIVE LIFE 


is expressed in the directions of St 
Vincent de Paul to the founders of the 
Sisters of Charity: 


“The Sister of Charity shall have for 
her convent the house of the sick, 
for her cell the chamber of the suf- 

fering, 


for her chapel the Parish Church, 
for her cloister the streets of the city 
or the wards of an hospital. 


Obedience shall be her enclosure, 
the fear of God her grate, and 
modesty her veil.” 


COLLECT OF THE SISTERHOOD 


Almighty God, whose most dear Son went 
not up to joy but first He suffered pain, and 
entered not into glory before He was cruci- 
fied; mercifully grant that we, walking in the 
way of the Cross, may find it none other than 
the way of life and peace; through the same 
thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who with 
thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, liveth 
and reigneth God, world without end. Amen. 

Monday of Holy Week, 
Book of Common Prayer, 
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THE COMMUNITY of the WAY of the CROSS 
ST. DAVID’S HOUSE 


SOUTH PARK AVE AT BIG TREE ROAD 
BUFFALO 19, N. Y. 


Tel. WO, 8877 1 aes 


The Community of the 
Way of the Cross 


Motto: 


Via Crucis Vitae et Pacis est Via. 


THE SISTERHOOD 
Dedication 


The Community of the Way of the Cross is 
an Episcopal Sisterhood dedicated to the Way 
of the Cross as the Way of Life and Peace. 


Purpose 


The purpose of the Sisterhood is: “So to 
live, through the Incarnate’s Son’s Way of the 
Cross, as to create a community of persons 
who desire to live realistically on the social 
frontiers of the world as it is, and, at the same 
time, to live in the reality of the world as it 
ought to be; to the end of: 

the sanctification of: the soul, 

the redemption of society, 

and the completion of the Body of 
Christ.” 


Vocation 

The inspiration for its Vocation its found 
in: 

Our Lord’s Active Life; 


He withdrew from the world only tnter- 
mittently, to be alone with God. 


Our Lord’s “New Commandment,” recorded 
by St John, 

“A new commandment give I unto you 
that ye love one another, even as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another.” 

John 13:34. 


Our Lord’s counsel to the young man seek- 
ing perfection, 
“If thou wouldst be perfect, go, sell that 
which thou hast, give to the poor: and 
come, follow me.” Matt. 19:21. 


Our Lord’s High Priestly Prayer, 

“T pray not that thou shouldest take them 
out of the world, but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil...” 

“As thou hast sent me into the world, 
even so have I sent them into the world. 
And for their sakes I sanctify myself, 
that they also might be sanctified through 
Gite Caer nee John 17-15-19. 
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THE FOUNDATION 


The Community was founded in April, 
1939, when the first postulants were received 
clothed as Novices and began community liv- 
ing. It was technically established when the 
first Sisters took their life vows on St Augus- 
tine’s Festival, August 28, 1943. 


ITS WORK 
Opus Dei et opus diei 


A. Devotion to God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 
This basic work of the Sisters includes: 
Recitation of the Divine Office; 
Holy Eucharist, daily; 
Private meditation; 
Stations of the Cross; 
Litanies, Intercession; 
Sacramental Confession; 
Spiritual reading. 


B. Devotion to God and His Holy Catholic 
Church. 

This work of the Sisters includes: 
Directing Parish Church School, 
Teaching Church School Classes, 
Speaking on The Religious Life and the 

social implications of Christ's Gospel 


of Love. 

Conducting Quiet Days and Retreats in 
Parishes, 

Conducting Quiet Week-Ends at the 
Convent. 


C. Devotion to God’s world and to all man- 

kind. 
This external work of the Sisters will vary 
according to the ability, training, and ex- 
perience of the Sisters. At the present it 
includes: 

Adult Education, 

Community Organization, 

Social Group Work, 

Personal Counselling, 

Education. in the field of Human Rela- 

tions. 


THE MOTHER HOUSE 


The Mother House is located near Buffalo, 
New York. It is here that the Novitiate. is 
trained and from here that they will go out 
into God’s World. 

At the Mother House, under vows of Pov- 
erty, Chastity, and Obedience, the Sisters learn 
detachment, purity, and consecration—the con- 
secrated will that stabilizes. 


FINANCE 


The Mother House is owned by the Sister- 
hood, which is designed to be self-supporting 
and, therefore, never to be a charge on the 
Church. While the Sisters accept offerings 
for their work, it is used for the extension 


of the life and work of the Sisterhood. 


POSTULANCY AND NOVITIATE 


The postulancy and novitiate normally re- 
quire two and one-half years. The six month 
postulancy, and the first six months of the 
novitiate, afe spent in intensive training in 
the Convent. Beginning the second year the 
novice takes on outside work, thus providing 
for eighteen months of training in the full 
life of the Sisterhood, embracing both the 
internal and external works of the Community. 

The novice should be ready for profession 
at the end of the two and one-half years. If 
under the age of thirty, she will take temporary 
vows, renewable annually; if over thirty years 
of age, she takes permanent, life vows. 

Women between the ages of eighteen and 
forty-five may be accepted. 

Good health and high school education are 
required. 
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——The Vocation to the Way of the Cross is 
the Vocation to give oneself unreservedly, 
realistically, and patiently to the fourfold 
paradox of: 

Seeing the invisible; 

Doing the impossible; 

Being the unattainable; 
Reconciling the irreconcilable. 


